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Bene & fapienter Majores noftri inftituerunt, Pliny. 





sHE Guczette hath repeated to.us a Quarrer'y 
Advertifement, giving notice to the World, 

that the Au:hor of the Hytory of the Refor- 

mation, ua To Volames in Folio, incends 

fhorily to publith a Third Part of that Hi- 

vy, and in the meaz time defires the Learned Contri- 
sont of all thofe, who are able and willing to forward 
,j encourage fo ufeful an Undertaking. Both Pasties 
e very nearly concern’d in this Work ; and for the 
snour of our Country, whoever is Mafter of any Talents 
that kind, ought to promote it; becaufe it has often 
en objected with a good deal of Juftice, that of a Nation 
Polite and fo abounding in Books, we are the moft 
nprovided of good and compleat Hijfories, of any other 
viliz'd People in Exrope. For thefe Reafons I have 
id together feveral loofe Papers on this Subject, con- 
Ring partly of Remarks on what has been already Pub- 
hidin the Tio firjz Volumes, the Miftakes, Ouniflions, 
id partial Turns inter{perfed up and down thofe 
ices; and partly of Directions for rendring the Third 
lume more Perfect than the Two former, by a Refort 
it Hi feveral Original Papers and Records, not yet touch'd 
© [BB -on by the Compiler, and by a more deep and labour'd 
@ PEESquiry into the Meafures and Counfels of Queen Eii- 
seth’s Reign, when the laft Hind was put to the 






















nt eat Work of Effablithing the Proteftant pe _ % 
 Miberformance that may be of fingular Ufe to Pofterity, 
4 d ferve to DireSt and Regulate our furure Conduét, by 
n Wegerking out the Track we are to tread in, whenever 


te ecfary to the Publick Good. bes ria 
ho fam An Author, who has all the Qualifications required in 
on Hiftorian, except One, will neither Difdain thefe 


eful Helps, nor confine his Enquiries to the narrow 
icle of his own Party. My Lord Clarendon, whofe 
dmirers need not apprehend any Danger of his being 
placed from that firft Station which he fiill holds, 
d will long maintain, among the Hij/forians of our 


he one and whofe Example is like to make many Ex- 
it Mipllent Writers in that kind, before a better Age pro- 
be ces an Equal or a Superior to Him, hath, with great 


cs: etal Judgment, finely Interwoven fome of thefe Po- 
git emical Obfervations and Maxims of State among the 
fs and Occurrences as they arife in Courfe ; whereby 
improves our Underftanding more than he ftirs our 
va melons, and whilft he furnifhes us with the Know- 
ige of Times paf, inftruéts us how to fieer the pre- 











- #, and amend the future. For my own past, when I 
“vt, MMe a View of the Hiffory of the Reformation in this 
.) Memeoht, as it is a Standard of good Conduét in the diffi- 
ht BB" Crifis of Parties, and the Management of a divided 
ts tom, | {land amaz’d at the exquifite Wifdom of our 
at (mpretathers, and at the extream Folly of fuck of their 
pe Mmildren, who call this an enlighten’d Age, and value 
. _ t Moderns for their Improvements ; tho’ it will ap- 
vet Mae!) that they fall vaftly fhort of the Fir Proteffants in 
ing tt-of Government, and muft give place to thofe 
ti Be Venerable Heads, whofe Infide is notwithftanding 


Pe much exploded by an unthinking Degenerate Race, 
, ot eae he Picked Beard and Ruf, or any other their ex- 
po Maenal Ornaments. . 

nS) would -have one of thefe wife- Moderns draw the 
ut faeallel between the Former and Latter Times, between 
AsO Mee First and the Last Undertaking, and then thew us 
a erence. How comes it to pafs, that Party is 
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pocher Reformation fhall be undertaken, as abfoluiely — 


more contended for than Religion ; and why was the O/d 
Reforixation conducted with fuch eafe, whilft the New 
One is thought to be a Difficulty hardly furmountable ¢ 
‘The Protetan: and Papi were at Variance about Mat- 
ters of the Iaft Moment, about Swlyfauces, Articles of 
Faith, and Things upon which their Ad, both Prefent 
and Future, depended : But Wing and Tory are fait to be 
mere Names and Sounds ; a Divifion without a Difference. 
We are told, that they are fighting only for Shadows 
and Trifles ; and yet this Rupture hath cof us as much 
Blood and Treafure, as the Old Conteft about Reli- 
gion ; hath fplit and crumbled us into Parcels, and Aui- 
mal Atoms, the Sceds of Corruption, and Confus'd Ele- 
ments of a Political Chaos: Vt hath long Prey’d upon 
the Virals of our Conftirution, and unlefS timely pre- 
vented, will entangle every Wheel of the State, and at 
laft daih the whole Machine to pieces. So that a Second 
Reformation is abfolutely neceffary ; and we are obliged 
to abolifh this New Diftin@ion, 1s much as our Ante- 
ftors were to lay afide the Old One. It is equally an 
Evil, and yet one would think, upon this View of the 
Nature of Things, more eafily remedied. If we confi- 
der, not the Work only, but the Perfons engag’d in it, 
the Hopes of Perfecting it grow much ftronger upon us. 
We have a Queen upon the Throne, Great and Good 
as Queen Evizabeth ; dreaded abroad, and admir’d at 
home ; in Her Heart and Affestions, entirely Exgli/h ; 
a Lover of Her People ; renown'd by Her Actions, and 
made Perfeé thro’ Suffering. She is firrounded) as 
Queen Flizabeth was, with Her Byrleighs, Her Wilfing- 
ams, Her Bacons in the State; and with Her Parkers, 
Fenells, Noells, and Hoopers in the Church: Men, who 
are the Grear Seconds and Sharers of that Wiflom, 
which firft diflinguilh'd them to the World, and Seal'‘d 
them by Eleétion for it felf. So that the Body Politick 
is no longer a Motly Creature, compounded of dificree- 
able Heterogeneous Parts, like Nebuchadnezzar’s linage ; 
but the Head is regularly furnifhed with all its Members 
and inferior Faculties, both for Information and Execu- 
tion; in a due Subordination to ir felf; and an admirable 
Harmony and Proportion to each other. Even the Lower 
Parts, by Nncifion and Tranfmutation, are every Day 
recovering their antient Vigour; and draw nearer flill to 
a Refemblance of that Beauty, Order, and Adivity, 
which Reigns in the Upper Parts; left it fhould be faid, 
that we have not yet laid afide One Half of the Monfter 
but the difagreeable Idea in Ovid might fill be apply'd 
to the Muye/ty of Great Britain, 


Definit in Pifcem Mulicr, formofa fuperne. 


There is theretore no Want of Powers and Faculties in 
the State, to contrive any great and neceffary Defizn, 
nor to purfue and put it in Execution, The Three Le- 
gifiative Branches are as firmly United, as in Queen Fii- 
zabeth’s Time: For, whateveriLoffts the Preroguive may 
have fuftain’d fince thar Reign, the want of Power in 
the Crown is abundantly made up by a hearty Zeal and 
entire Devotion in the Tao Houfes for Her Miye/fy’s Ser- 
vice: And if, in the next Place, we reflect upon the 
Difference in Times and Opportunities, the Advantage is 
altogether on our Side. Fir Majizy is now at Peace 
with Her Neighbours ; and She prefcribed thit Peace 
which She enjoys. The Prote/fant Keligion is more en- 
larg’d, Popery lefs tormidable, aml the Balance of Europe 
. better 
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tter eftablifhed than in Queen Elizabetb’s Days. The 
‘Mion is fof Mette and acknowledg'd. The Briti// 
uncils and Forces are drawn into a natrower Com- 
ifs. TheCourt is at Unity in it felf. The ambitions 
ourite and afpiring General are remov'd. The Sccret 
d Open Confpiracies form’d againft the Government 
ecothe to Naughr. Scotland is more nearly United to 
sk , than it was even to the Succeffor otf Queen 
Elizabeth. Arts and Sciences, and all kinds of Divine 
and Human Knowledge, are difpenfed to us with mucli 
greater Freedom and in higher Perfeétion, than in that 
dark illiterate Age. The Undertaking it felf is no No- 
velty, no adventurous untryd Projeét, as the R:forw- 
tion then was: A good Progrefs hath formerly been 
made in it and with good Succefs; fo that it was very near 
being compleated. Her Mdaj/fy began it as /Lr Firft 
Effay in Government, and entred upon Her Reign with 
this noble Undertaking; tho’ Sbe was unhappily dilap- 
pointed in it, by many unforefeen Accidents, and by 
the bafeft Treachery. We have try the Means, and 
feen all the falfe Steps and Mifcarriages that have attend- 
ed us, in the purfuit of this End: We know our Ene- 
my perfeétly, hisStrength and his Weaknefs; and there- 
fore may proceed with Courage or Caution accordingly. 
Laftly, if we confider the Temper of the People, com- 
ar’d with the Fnglifh Genius under Queen Elizabeth, 
ill the Ballance is to our Side. There are no doubt 
Bigots to Party now, as there were Zealots for Popery 
then ; and yet Whig gery is not yet got very far into our 
Creeds and Canons, our Laws and Statutes. Refijtance will 
hardly keep up its Ground better than Tranfubjtantiation, 
nor the Original Compatt be more ftrenuouily defcided 
than the Service in 4n unknown Tongue. Will any of our 
Whigs adhere to their Living Saints more devoutly, than 
their Poptji2 Predeceffors did to their Dead Ones ? Is Spi- 
ritual Superftition weaker than Temporal ? Shall the Wor- 
fhip pers of animated Wood, and Sone, and Brafs, be more 
fteddy xn their Faith, chan thofe of St. Beneditt, St. Do- 
minick and St. gnatins? The People are ripe for this 
Great Change: They have groan’d under the Tyranny 
and Oppreftions of many Staie-Popes, who have bur- 
den’d their Eftares, made Spoil of their Liberties, and 
harraffed them with Crufado’s and Warlike Adventures. 
The Kingdom it felf hath been Marnyr'd and joft more 
Blood, than in the Reign of Queen Mary. Who can 
forget their New Sypremacy, and Mnfults upon the O/d 
One ? In thort we all with tor a Reformation ; and we all 
wonder, that thefe Wifhes are not accomplifh’d. The 
Moderate Men and By-/fanders proclaim the Dangers of 
our unhappy Feuds and Contentions, and Point out 
the Neceflity there is of putting an Bnd to the Wr a 
Home. Some of our Enemies are forced to confefs, that 
they are often in Arms for Jndijfcrent Things, which 
certainly are not worth a Tota! Ruin : Orbers are teduc'd 
to the Abfurdity of owning, that they fight for Words 
only, ar at beft for a few ambitious Men, whofe Paffions 
are the Caufe in which they embark : But all agree, that 
the State did flourifh, the Church profper, and the Pro- 
teffant Religion keep its Ground, before the very Name 
of Whig was heard of; and confequently might do fo 
again, were it abolifh’d and forgotten. Such is the Nice- 
ty of this Junéture, thar even our Friend; are ready to 
revolt ; as imagining that the Fathon, which they hate 
and oppofe, muft be in the right, becaufe not yet re- 
ducd thofe, whofe only Safety is the others Ruin, 
Upon the whole, fince this New Reformation is as ne- 
as the Old One, on Account of the natural Ten- 
dency of Civil Diffentions, but much more eafy to be 
accomplifh'd; fince all the Advantages are on our fide, 
what is the reafon that it proceeds fo flowly >? Why 
cannot we be as Wife, as Couragious, and in effe& as 
Happy as our Forefathers were ? How comes it to pafs, 
that Hifory thews us almoft as many Phanomena as Na- 
tural Phibofopby, not yet accounted for ? I ask no more 
Qneftions, in pity to the Moderns; and yet for their 
Sakes will omit nothing that may extenuate either our 














































Inability or Supinenefs, or place our Fajj, 
Account of Necefliry or Ill-Fortune. SW 
Ir has been obferved, that where Men conten 
Trifles, the Combat is fharper, and the Divifon 
up longer, than where they contend for Matters of , 
ment: For the Evidence of thefe Things is to, 
and more readily attained, than in the other Car 
confequently Conviction follows much foonp: .. 
upon. How hall they treat for Peace, who ky... 
wherefore they engage ? Hence Schufims about yas. 
Things are commonly more Violent 292 Dury, , 
Fer: fies. Belides, where the Controverfie denen i 
Perfonal Interefis, and has too great a mixture of 1 
and Zuzm, it is fo much the more dificult to ,, 
End to it ; and hence the Externals of Reazion Bie 
to more Strife than Fu:damentals : For we fee s., 
4 ; : as “ aa. 
Popifh Orders united by their Jnterest in the fime yw, 
Communion, tho’ differing in Articles of Fuith, I Yo 

Churchman and Diffenter ate irreconcilcable, ‘Ai 

this, that Party has in it more of Delufion, tp) 
en 
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of real barefac\| Tyranny; now no fort of } 

be Oppreffed, but very many cake delight in being ¢ ¢ 
ed. Then it muft be confider'd, that the Mop); ; 

Friers made a Monopoly of Spiritul Superitigy, 

lodg’d the Gain in a few Hands 5 whilft Civil Superiia 

which is Perty, has difperfed its immenfe Profits an, . 
a vaft number of Sharers, who confequently will fo: ¢ 4 
confiderable Force to fupport it. Nor muft we fyi ¢ # 
that even the brighteft Part of Popery was at thar « f 
dark and clouded, and its very Advocates explode; © ke 
Caufe by their manner of defending it: They haji ¢ 1 
elfe to offer, but to bid People Believe what theyidmm * I 
and to Burn them if they did not? But Woiggn im « 5 
been a long time at School, is improved to a high € 3 
gree, and work’d up into Plans and Models of preeafimm ¢ ¥ 
ed Reafon ; whilft the Perfons engaged are fo muha * g 
lefs concern’d for the Ifue, as they are convinced ‘d 
their Enemies aim only at a Conquest, and not aPommme' 0 
cutions Bp 
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But then on the other hand it muft be owned, th 
thefe are Refinements upon the prefent State of Affi 
not ftriétly agreeable to Fa& ; and well-concerted Mk 
fures may eafily get over them. Changes are nowm 
frequent, and as we have found the way to Change! 
the Better, in time we may be fo modifh as to Chiy 
for the very Best q all. Some would tell us, that 9 
Work is obftruéted, on account ot Differences abouts 
Means ; but that Objection is fhort-liv’d, where Mk 
are Mafters of their Bufinefs or Refolutions. Ih 
therefore point out the moft remarkable Maxims 
Meafures, which the Reformers of our Religion went ups 
in hopes that our Party-R:formers will oie their Adv 
tage of them, fo far as the Parallel is found to li 
good between paft and prefent Occurrences. 

Our Forefathers took fuch care of the Prerogaty 
tliat it was not difabled in the Executive Branch, 
vindicating its own Honour, or protecting the Pes 
from the Trane of Fellow-Subjects. They fecw'i4 
Church in the Poffeflion of as much Difcipline, a5® 
neccifiry to irs Unity, and confequently its Being. !™ 
never fuffer'd the Abufes of Liberty to get the bette 
the Rights of the Crown, or an infected Part to enue 
the whole. They encouraged all Attempts for the! 
pening a8 Convincing Mens Minds, and when ™ 
had a Majority, were wife enough to make a right 
of it. They made the Terms of Reconciliation 4 
but f@fuch Marks upon the Obftinate and Incorngit 
that F®iterity knew where to find them, and how to i 
them under. 


NOTE. This Paper will come out, as former), 
Monday and Friday; at the fpecial Request, and | 
the Benefit of thofe two Worthy Citizens, Mr. Sav 
Buckley, of Little-Britain, ad Mr. John Smith, 
cutter and Operator General for the Toes to the xotd¥ 
of Weftmintfter. 
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